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Support Us
Mermaid Arts Centre is a registered charity dedicated to 
bringing high-quality artistic experiences to the people 
of Co. Wicklow & supporting artists to create new work.

Currently, only 40% of our costs are covered by public 
funding. With rising core costs & static funding levels, 

the pressure on arts organisations like ours has 
never been greater.

We are calling on the people & businesses of Co. Wicklow 
to support Mermaid. Your support will help us continue 

to inspire audiences, nurture creativity, & provide a 
vital space where artists & communities can connect.

Become a Mermaid Friend
Shine the Light, Lead the Way 

Choose from three levels of friendship. Our Friends 
support our work through an annual subscription.

Lantern
€120

Beacon
€500

Sirius
€1000+

Friend benefits include free tickets to selected shows, 
concession rate on films, acknowledgment online & in 
brochure, 10% off at Críoch Café, brochure posted to 

you & an invite to a Friends Evening – full details online.



Sponsor a Seat 
Sponsor a seat at Mermaid and get a personalised 

plaque, engraved with the dedication of your choice, 
mounted on your chosen seat for three years. 

A seat plaque is a meaningful way to celebrate someone 
special, promote your business, or support the arts.

With a capacity of 242 seats and over 300 events 
each year, your plaque will be seen by thousands of 
audience members! You will also be acknowledged 

on our website and in our brochure.

Sponsor a Seat Options:
€500 – Business
€300 – Individual

We are extremely grateful to all our supporters, see 
list of our Friends and seat sponsors on page 35.

To Become a Mermaid Friend or 
Sponsor a Seat, visit: 

mermaidartscentre.ie
or call 01 272 4030 
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Whistleblast’s Night Before Christmas – pg 31
Home Alone 2  – pg 32
Arthur’s Christmas  – pg 32FA

M
IL

Y
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The Odyssey – pg 16

David Nihill: Taking Tangents – pg 9
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YARN Story Circle October - pg 10
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Designed for writers preparing to share their work to the public. 
This session offers practical strategies to help you connect more 
deeply with your writing, manage nerves, & step into your voice 
as a confident, empowered presenter. Hosted by Lesley Conroy.

British artist Gratrix embraces their returning focus on the 
interplay between precision & play, structure & softness, visibility 
& care. The works employ a pastel palette contiguous with 
angular forms & soft objects to evoke a playful, alluring habitat.

Present with Ease Workshop
Thursday 1 October  |  10am – 12pm 
€20  |  Suitable For: Adults

Garth Gratrix / Dip in the Pool
Running until Saturday 17 October  
Free admission, all welcome  |   11am - 4pm Mon – Sat
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This workshop introduces parents to dialogic reading - a 
simple yet powerful approach that transforms shared reading 
into meaningful conversation. Learn practical strategies 
to engage your child through demonstrations & hands-on 
activities led by Lesley Conroy.

Dialogic Reading & Storytelling 
Workshop for Parents & Babies
Thursday 1 October  |  12.30 – 2pm 
€20  |  Suitable For: Parents (& babies in arms)
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A collective space for feeling in the face of our world in 
crisis – leading Irish musicians perform traditional and 
early music, Jane Clarke reads original poetry, and 
bespoke visual projections weave the evening together.

WAS #17: A Walk in the Woods
Saturday 3 October  |  12 – 3pm 
Free, but booking required
Venue: The Courthouse Arts Centre, Tinahely

Coracle
Friday 2 October  |  8pm
€22/20
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To mark three years of the Wicklow Artists Salon, for this unique 
salon we will take a group walk in the magical atmosphere 
of Tomnafinnege woods. Afterwards we will return to The 
Courthouse Arts Centre Tinahely for lunch and a chat.

Róisín Markham introduces this documentary inspired by Pope 
Francis’s Laudato Si’, filmed by the Oscar-winning team behind My 
Octopus Teacher. It follows five leaders whose voices are missing 
from ecological crisis discussions. A conversation & networking 
opportunity follows.

The Letter: 
Screening & Climate Conversation
Thursday 1 October  |  8pm 
€10  |  Duration: 80mins + 20mins conversation
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A collective space for feeling in the face of our world in 
crisis – leading Irish musicians perform traditional and 
early music, Jane Clarke reads original poetry, and 
bespoke visual projections weave the evening together.

Róisín Markham introduces this documentary inspired by Pope 
Francis’s Laudato Si’, filmed by the Oscar-winning team behind My 
Octopus Teacher. It follows five leaders whose voices are missing 
from ecological crisis discussions. A conversation & networking 
opportunity follows.

Vancouver Island in the 1990s. Sasha’s parents have moved 
their family from Hungary to Canada. As the parents 
desperately try to help their troubled eldest son, Jeremy, 
Sasha struggles to understand what’s unfolding around her.

Multi-award-winning comedian and writer David Nihill brings 
Taking Tangents to Mermaid, drawing on his travels, cultural 
observations, language mishaps, international drinking 
sessions and life as a mildly confused immigrant.

Blue Heron
Monday 5 October  |  8pm
€12/10  |  91mins  |  English & Hungarian with subtitles

David Nihill: Taking Tangents
Sunday 4 October  |  7pm 
€30

CO
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A vibrant journey through iconic musical theatre repertoire, 
anchored by Andrew Lloyd Webber & complemented by 
Sondheim, Schwartz, Bernstein, vintage & contemporary works. 
Featuring Bray tenor Ross Scanlon & acclaimed Irish artists.

Andrew Lloyd Webber & Beyond
Saturday 3 October  |  8pm
€28.50
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aemi’s 2026 programme brings together a diverse selection of 
six short films by artists from Irish & international contemporary  
practice featuring work by Chloe Brenan, Collectif Faire-Part, 
Eóin Heaney, Olivia Normile & Basma al-Sharif.

Poems and songs of the legendary Leonard Cohen. Singer 
Robert Doyle tells the story behind the songs and about 
meeting Cohen in person, performed on a stage set to 
resemble that of Cohen’s last world tour.

Join us for a relaxed storytelling circle where a guest 
storyteller, Danni Cullen, will take to the floor and share her 
tales. There will be tea or coffee and biscuits for everyone. 

Thanks for the Dance Leonard Cohen
Wednesday 7 October  |  7.30pm
€29

YARN Story Circle
Wednesday 7 October  |  7pm 
Pay What You Can from €5
Venue: Town Hall, Bray (Upstairs)

YA
RN

Desire Lines Screenings & Q&A
Tuesday 6 October  |  7.30pm 
€10
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aemi’s 2026 programme brings together a diverse selection of 
six short films by artists from Irish & international contemporary  
practice featuring work by Chloe Brenan, Collectif Faire-Part, 
Eóin Heaney, Olivia Normile & Basma al-Sharif.

Poems and songs of the legendary Leonard Cohen. Singer 
Robert Doyle tells the story behind the songs and about 
meeting Cohen in person, performed on a stage set to 
resemble that of Cohen’s last world tour.

Acclaimed dancer & choreographer Fearghus Ó Conchúir joins 
Gratrix for a live collaboration beginning on the seafront & 
travelling towards Mermaid. Ó Conchúir works from & with the 
body directly; Gratrix works with what the body leaves behind.

Garth Gratrix In Collaboration 
with Fearghus Ó Conchúir
Saturday 10 October  |  1.30pm – 3.30pm 
Free, booking required | Venue: Bray Seafront then to Mermaid 
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Once there was a boy who dreamt of having a star as a friend. 
This is the story of his adventure. Based on the book by award-
winning Irish author Oliver Jeffers, presented by children’s 
theatre company Branar. Schools shows on Friday 9 October.

Branar: How to Catch a Star
Saturday 10 October  |  12pm & 2pm
€12  |  Suitable For: 4+ years  |  Non-verbal Show
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Spending time both out & indoors, use natural materials 
& homemade drawing tools to explore intuitive drawing 
through innovative drawing exercises & mindful awareness 
practices. Facilitated by artist Joanna Kidney.

Experimental Drawing from 
Nature & Senses Workshop
Saturday 10 October  |  10.30am – 4.30pm
€45  |  Venue: Roundwood Parish Hall  |  Suitable For: Adults
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Caomhán Maccana is a multi-award winning pianist & 
composer, who creates cinematic piano music coloured by 
both Celtic and classical traditions. The concert features 
stunningly beautiful original works by the pianist.

Maccana – The Unseen Growth of Winter
Thursday 15 October  |  8pm 
€22/20

M
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One of Ireland’s foremost up-and-coming quartets, featuring 
four of the most sought-after young chamber musicians. 
Their programme offers four strikingly contrasted quartets 
on violins, viola and cello.

Ora Quartet: Contrasts
Wednesday 14 October  |  8pm
€23/21

Joe and Angela’s marriage is on the rocks. Angela asks 
neighbours Piña and Hawk over for dinner and the night 
takes a dramatic turn with an unexpected offer from the 
visitors - testing Joe and Angela’s already shaky marriage.

The Invite
Monday 12 October  |  8pm
€12/10
107mins  |  English with Open Captions

FI
LM

 – 
C

er
t: 

16
M

U
SI

C



Box Office: 01 272 4030  |  pg 13 October

Caomhán Maccana is a multi-award winning pianist & 
composer, who creates cinematic piano music coloured by 
both Celtic and classical traditions. The concert features 
stunningly beautiful original works by the pianist.

One of Ireland’s foremost up-and-coming quartets, featuring 
four of the most sought-after young chamber musicians. 
Their programme offers four strikingly contrasted quartets 
on violins, viola and cello.

Filmmaker Raúl is working on his latest film, entitled ‘Bitter 
Christmas.’ The script centers around his alter ego, Elsa. 
Working through panic attacks & writer’s block, Elsa’s story is 
being dictated by Raúl’s real-life emotional & relationship crises.

Bitter Christmas
Monday 19 October  |  8pm
€12/10
111mins  |  Spanish with English subtitles

Join singer & entertainer Truly DiVine for an intimate show 
filled with the songs and stories of Doris Day’s life. 
Accompanied by the finest Irish jazz gentlemen, guided by 
guitarist Eamonn Moran, Truly will bring Doris back to life!

FI
LM

 – 
C

er
t: 

15
A

Doris Day: 
A Date with the Girl Next Door
Saturday 17 October  |  8pm
€22/20
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Known throughout Europe as The Irish Bee Gees this show 
has been selling out theatres in Ireland, the UK and Europe. 
A live catalogue of hits over four decades, performed with 
incredible vocal likeness to the original Bee Gees!

The Bee Gees Story - 
Nights On Broadway
Friday 16 October  |  8pm
€30
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The Bray Endeavour awards celebrates the individuals, 
businesses and community groups that make a difference 
in our town.

Bray Endeavour Awards 2026 
Thursday 22 October  |  8pm
€28
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Teenager Jay plays Jesus in a school play directed by a parish 
priest later defrocked & named in a grand jury report for 
sexually abusing minors. With unflinching honesty & surprising 
humor, Sefton exposes a system that denies victims justice.

Unreconciled 
Wednesday 21 October  |  8pm
€22/20
75mins + 30mins panel discussion
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Bill Fuller is one of the most mysterious figures in 20th 
century music, popping up at exactly the right time of every 
happening scene from the 1930s – 70s. But it’s what he left 
unsaid that will astonish & surprise audiences until the end.

Have You Never Heard of Bill Fuller?
Tuesday 20 October  |  8pm
€12/10
80mins  |  English
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Bill Fuller is one of the most mysterious figures in 20th 
century music, popping up at exactly the right time of every 
happening scene from the 1930s – 70s. But it’s what he left 
unsaid that will astonish & surprise audiences until the end.

Have You Never Heard of Bill Fuller?
Tuesday 20 October  |  8pm
€12/10
80mins  |  English

This 7-piece group of professional musicians will transport 
you back to the 80s, playing all the hits to perfection from 
artists like Duran Duran, Spandau Ballet, Go West, Paul 
Young, Phil Collins, Nik Kershaw and many more...!

80s Icons Show
Friday 23 & Saturday 24 October  |  8pm
€30
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Everything is Connected is a collaborative musical space, 
where professional performers & community participants make 
music together. Each concert explores connection through 
reimaginings of classical & contemporary musical influences.

Crash Ensemble Featuring Tinahely 
Women’s Choir: Everything is Connected
Friday 23 October  |  8pm
€18/15  |  Venue: Courthouse House Arts Centre, Tinahely
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Climate Café is a series of talks and informal meetups 
stemming from Fridayfest. October’s Climate Café is guest 
speaker Alex Konieczka, Alex is an ecologist, educator & 
founder of Understory – expect a lively event!

Fridayfest Climate Café 
with Guest Alex Konieczka
Friday 23 October  |  11am – 12.30pm
Free, but booking required

TA
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October
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Odysseus embarks on a fraught voyage home after the Trojan 
War. He & his shipmates run into many perilous & peculiar 
obstacles. Meanwhile, Odysseus’ wife Penelope must fend 
off advances of suitors determined to take the king’s place.

Solve-Along-A-Murder-She-Wrote is a hilarious night 
featuring  a screening of the classic Murder along with 
games, prizes and audience participation. Hosted by 
super-fan Tim Benzie.

Join a real-life mother & daughter on a road-trip from Donegal 
to southern Italy. Blending performance, archive testimony & 
live music, the duo meet present-day migrants along the route, 
asking who gets to draw the lines between us & them.

Aliens
Wednesday 28 October  |  8pm
€20
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Solve-Along-A-Murder-She-Wrote
Tuesday 27 October  |  8pm 
€25

The Odyssey
Monday 26 October  |  7pm
€12/10
172mins  |  English with Open Captions
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Solve-Along-A-Murder-She-Wrote is a hilarious night 
featuring  a screening of the classic Murder along with 
games, prizes and audience participation. Hosted by 
super-fan Tim Benzie.

Join a real-life mother & daughter on a road-trip from Donegal 
to southern Italy. Blending performance, archive testimony & 
live music, the duo meet present-day migrants along the route, 
asking who gets to draw the lines between us & them.

The Odyssey
Monday 26 October  |  7pm
€12/10
172mins  |  English with Open Captions

October

Join Princess Irene and brave Curdie as they outwit 
mischievous goblins beneath the mountain. Perfect for 
young children and families, this enchanting, interactive 
adventure is ideal for a magical seasonal treat. 

The Princess & The Goblin
Friday 30 October  |  2pm
€12
60mins approx.  |  Suitable For: 5 – 10 yrs 

It’s nearly Halloween! Sammy Ragdoll is playing witches, 
but Eddy the Teddy keeps wandering off! Join their playful 
adventure through theatre, puppetry, mime and songs. 
A magical introduction to live theatre.

Teddy on the Broomstick
Friday 30 October  |  11am
€12
60mins approx.  |  Suitable For: 6 yrs & under

The Piano Man is a spectacular live show that will transport 
you into the legendary worlds of two of the greatest music 
icons of all time: Elton John and Billy Joel, performed by John 
Forde and The 52nd Street Band. 

The Piano Man
Thursday 29 October  |  8pm
€30
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A horror following Bear, a man who is in love with his friend 
Nikki, but is too shy to tell her. When he finds a mysterious 
toy, called ‘One Wish Willow’, he wishes for Nikki to fall in 
love with him.
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Obsession
Saturday 31 October  |  8pm 
€12/10
109mins  |  English

Visit this showcase for the skills, originality, and creativity of 
craft makers in the County. Immerse yourself in a visual 
exploration of the people and places behind local beautifully 
made craft pieces, all made with Head, Heart & Hands.

Made in Wicklow
Opening Sat 31 Oct  |  2 – 4pm
Running until Sat 14 Nov |  11am – 4pm Mon – Sat
Free admission, all welcome
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Lesley Manville (Phantom Thread) joins Aidan Turner (Rivals) 
in a striking new staging of Christopher Hampton’s celebrated 
adaptation of the classic novel, where among the glittering 
salons of the super-rich, one misstep can mean ruin. 

National Theatre Live: 
Les Liaisons dangereuses
Friday 30 October  |  7.30pm
€16/14  |  180mins  |  English
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Visit this showcase for the skills, originality, and creativity of 
craft makers in the County. Immerse yourself in a visual 
exploration of the people and places behind local beautifully 
made craft pieces, all made with Head, Heart & Hands.

Lesley Manville (Phantom Thread) joins Aidan Turner (Rivals) 
in a striking new staging of Christopher Hampton’s celebrated 
adaptation of the classic novel, where among the glittering 
salons of the super-rich, one misstep can mean ruin. 

Step into the world of The Great Gatsby, where glamour, 
ambition & forbidden love collide. Experience roaring parties, 
timeless romance & the dark secrets beneath the glittering 
surface in this theatrical journey through the Jazz Age.

Square One Theatre Group:
The Great Gatsby
Tuesday 3 – Saturday 7 November  |  7.30pm 
€23/21  |  €17 Tuesday Preview
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Dr. Lilian Steiner, an American psychiatrist living in Paris, 
receives the news a patient, Paula, has died. Convinced 
there’s more to her patient’s death than meets the eye, 
she embarks on her own investigation into the death.

A Private Life
Monday 2 November  |  8pm 
€12/10 
104mins  |  French with English subtitles
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ABBA FOREVER is celebrating 20 years touring Ireland this 
year. From Waterloo to Dancing Queen expect a dazzling 
performance including the most iconic hits, Mamma Mia, 
Money, Money, Money, Gimme, Gimme, Gimme & many MANY 
more!

ABBA FOREVER
Sunday 8 November  |  8pm 
€33

M
U

SI
C

November



pg 20   |  mermaidartscentre.ie November

7 – 15 November 2026

After two years of researching cures in the border, Sarah has 
a story to tell. It’s about strange and wonderful cures, about 
their future, about growing up during the recession, about 
friendship, about mental health, about grief, about Cavan. 

A Border Cure
Saturday 7 November  |  8pm 
€15
Venue: Bray Town Hall  |  Suitable For: 12+ yrs
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YARN Storytelling Festival, brought to you by Mermaid 
Arts Centre, returns for its 17th year. This community-based, 
non-profit festival brings storytelling to as many people as 
possible. The following are only just a selection of events, 
visit mermaidartscentre.ie or see YARN’s brochure for the 
full programme, including International Residency events.

More dangerous then the pied piper, Niall de Búrca returns to 
Mermaid with a feast of World Tales that will cast a spell on all 
the family. As a kid in the West of Ireland, Niall learned tales 
aplenty. Now he investigates and performs stories worldwide. 

Niall de Burca’s World Tales
Sunday 8 November  |  3 – 3.45pm 
€11
Suitable For: 6+ yrs
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In partnership with Yarn, this salon welcomes Palestinian story-
teller Fidaa Ataya. Fidaa is a traditional storyteller, puppeteer, 
drama-in-education specialist & actress, speaking about how 
she gathers stories & her preservation of the art in her homeland.

WAS #18: Storytelling from Palestine
Wednesday 11 November  |  8pm 
Free, but booking required
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C is For is a genre-defying performance that blends spoken 
word, storytelling & theatrical monologue with visual art, 
sound & live performance. The result is a rich, immersive 
exploration of voice, memory & inheritance.

C - is for - by Colm Keegan
Tuesday 10 November  |  8pm 
€15
Suitable For: 16+ yrs
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For generations, stories of Cill Stuifín have been passed down 
along the Clare coast: tales of a lost settlement beneath the 
Atlantic, ancient curses and a mysterious reef that continues 
to capture the imagination of those who live beside it.

Cill Stuifín
Monday 9 November  |  8pm 
€12/10
61mins  |  Irish with English subtitles
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After two years of researching cures in the border, Sarah has 
a story to tell. It’s about strange and wonderful cures, about 
their future, about growing up during the recession, about 
friendship, about mental health, about grief, about Cavan. 

YARN Storytelling Festival, brought to you by Mermaid 
Arts Centre, returns for its 17th year. This community-based, 
non-profit festival brings storytelling to as many people as 
possible. The following are only just a selection of events, 
visit mermaidartscentre.ie or see YARN’s brochure for the 
full programme, including International Residency events.

More dangerous then the pied piper, Niall de Búrca returns to 
Mermaid with a feast of World Tales that will cast a spell on all 
the family. As a kid in the West of Ireland, Niall learned tales 
aplenty. Now he investigates and performs stories worldwide. 

Box Office: 01 272 4030  |  pg 21 
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Join us for a special evening in Mermaid for an enchanting 
folktales from Palestinian storyteller Fidaa Ataya.

Folktales from Palestine with Fidaa Ataya
Thursday 12 November  |  8pm 
€15
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Join us for a unique evening of stories from the United States, 
Northern Ireland and Palestine. Not to be missed!

The Power of Three: 
Colin Urwin, Fidaa Ataya & Len Cabral
Friday 13 November  |  8pm 
€15
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Join us in Mermaid for an afternoon of family storytelling 
with the ever-popular Eddie Lenihan!

Eddie Lenihan Tales
Saturday 14 November  |  3pm 
€11
Suitable For: 10+ yrs
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Cecilia lives in a strict orphanage for girls, famed for its 
exceptional music ensembles. Destined for an arranged 
marriage, her future changes when ambitious composer 
Vivaldi arrives as the orphanage’s new music teacher.

Primavera
Monday 16 November  |  8pm 
€12/10
111mins  |  Italian with Open Captions
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The Speks return once again with their lively show of 
nursery rhymes & sing-along songs set to acoustic Irish 
music which will have adults and kids jumping in their seats!

The Speks
Sunday 15 November  |  2pm & 4pm
€11
Suitable For: 2 – 92 yrs!
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Experience They Tried To Bury Us, a powerful collection of 
songs giving voice to the silenced. Rooted in the North of 
Ireland, this moving live performance brings together 
music, stories and voices of resistance, love and hope.

Clare Sands: They Tried to Bury Us 
Album Launch Tour
Saturday 14 November  |  8pm 
€22/20
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Join us for a special evening in Mermaid for an enchanting 
folktales from Palestinian storyteller Fidaa Ataya.

Join us for a unique evening of stories from the United States, 
Northern Ireland and Palestine. Not to be missed!

Join us in Mermaid for an afternoon of family storytelling 
with the ever-popular Eddie Lenihan!
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Críoch Café: A Moroccan Feast
Sunday 22 November  |  5pm & 7pm 
€35
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Set in a busy Czech village tangled in secrets, a fast-paced 
comic opera following two lovers who must outwit a meddling 
matchmaker and survive the arrival of a traveling circus so 
they can be together.

Join the Críoch Café team as they talk you through a cosy, 
candlelit Mororccan feast. Meal features six North-African 
inspired dishes against a backdrop of a curated music 
playlist.

Experience a powerful showcase celebrating local photographic 
talent. Established in 1971, the club brings together local 
photographers spanning all experience levels—from absolute 
beginners discovering the craft to advanced, seasoned experts.

Bray Camera Club Photo Exhibition
Opening Thur 19 Nov  |  5 – 7pm
Running until Sat 28 Nov  |  11am – 4pm Mon – Sat
Free admission, all welcome
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Irish National Opera:
Smetana’s The Bartered Bride
Saturday 21 November  |  7.30pm 
€35/32



Críoch Café: A Moroccan Feast
Sunday 22 November  |  5pm & 7pm 
€35

Experience a powerful showcase celebrating local photographic 
talent. Established in 1971, the club brings together local 
photographers spanning all experience levels—from absolute 
beginners discovering the craft to advanced, seasoned experts.
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A workshop with a focus on the techniques used on the Ros 
Tapestry. These will be expanded upon & used for experimentation 
along with a wider range of the many embroidery techniques 
used throughout the world. Facilitated by Alexis Bernstorff. 

Embroidery & Tapestry Weaving 
Saturday 28 November  |  11am – 4pm
€65
Suitable For: Adults
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The students of Loreto Abbey Dalkey Transition Year look 
forward to presenting the school’s annual musical. It is sure 
to be a feast of entertainment for all, young and old!

Loreto Dalkey TY Musical 
Wednesday 25 – Friday 27 November
See website for full details
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Amanda & her stepfather Martin struggle with a moral issue that 
divides them. Amanda’s mother, Leslie, is experiencing advanced 
dementia. As Amanda and Martin are forced to make increasingly 
difficult choices, the repercussions spiral out of their control.

Queen at Sea
Monday 23 November  |  8pm 
€12/10
121mins  |  English with Open Captions
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A unique Ireland/European collaboration that brings to 
life the music of one of the pivotal groups in the history of 
jazz. Presented with support from Wicklow County Council 
as part of Cultúr 2026: Sharing Ireland’s Culture.

Jazz Messengers Europe
Thursday 3 December  |  8pm
€25
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When dead livestock are discovered near a rural Korean 
village, rumours circulate that a tiger is nearby. When locals 
race to capture the animal, it quickly becomes apparent that 
this is not a tiger, but something much more dangerous.

Hope
Monday 30 November  |  8pm 
€12/10
157mins  |  Korean with English subtitles
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Meet Shirley (played by Norma Sheahan), a 45-year-old 
housewife, trapped in a dreary marriage and humdrum life. 
As she prepares her husband’s dinner - egg and chips - 
Shirley wonders when she lost her hopeful, youthful self.

Shirley Valentine
Saturday 28 November  |  8pm
€26
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Hope
Monday 30 November  |  8pm 
€12/10
157mins  |  Korean with English subtitles

Meet Shirley (played by Norma Sheahan), a 45-year-old 
housewife, trapped in a dreary marriage and humdrum life. 
As she prepares her husband’s dinner - egg and chips - 
Shirley wonders when she lost her hopeful, youthful self.

December

Through reading, discussion & generative writing prompts, 
we’ll explore poetry as a practice of attention & care. Explore 
personal landscapes, ecological loss & resilience - writing 
original poems in response. Facilitated by Grace Wilentz.

The Art of Attention: 
Poetry & the Living World Workshop
Saturday 5 December  |  11.30am – 2pm
€25
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Widely considered Britain’s most popular artist, Hockney is a 
global sensation. Featuring intimate & in-depth interviews with 
Hockney, this revealing film focuses on two blockbuster exhibitions 
held in 2012 & 2016 at the Royal Academy of Art, London.

Exhibition on Screen: David Hockney 
at the Royal Academy of Arts 
Friday 4 December  |  8pm 
€12/10  |  85mins
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Created by composer Roger Doyle & performer Olwen Fouéré, 
Operating Theatre is an avant garde music & performance 
group formed in the 1980s. Twenty years since last on stage 
together, they have reconvened for a select rare performance.

Operating Theatre
Saturday 5 December  |  8pm
€22/20
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New York, 1961. The Bill Evans Trio, led by the acclaimed jazz 
pianist, tragically lose their bass player in a car accident. 
Struggling with addiction, relationship problems & grief, Evans 
reconnects with his family as he battles personal demons.

Everybody Digs Bill Evans
Monday 7 December  |  8pm 
€12/10
102mins  |  English, no Open Captions available
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Fresh off a sell-out 2025 tour, Seán returns with a new talk – 
delving into never-before-told-stories of Irish wildlife sound, as 
experienced by Seán on his never-ending ear-driven journeys 
through the wildest corners of our lands, and beyond. 

Seán Ronayne: Untold Sounds
Sunday 6 December  |  2pm & 7pm 
€23
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Soap Sisters is one family’s story of adoption and the secrets 
they keep. Sometimes family life is more complicated than 
soap operas. A rehearsed reading of a new play by Siân 
Quill. Director & Dramaturg: Sarah Baxter.

Soap Sisters: Rehearsed Reading
Friday 11 December  |  11am
Free, but booking required
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A Christmas show bursting with energy, festive joy and 
amazing talent. Join them as they take you on a magical
journey in musical theatre, dance and drama featuring 
excerpts from West End shows. 

Junior Musicals: 
Fa La La La La Fabulous
Saturday 12 & Sunday 13 December
€24  |  See website for full details
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In a fast-paced world of commitments, notifications & mobiles, 
there are still places where ordinary people can escape to. Every 
day, somewhere in the world, one such oasis opens its doors. 
That place is La Milonga, where mortals gather to dance tango.

La Milonga – Tango Night
Friday 11 December  |  8pm 
€25/23
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New York, 1961. The Bill Evans Trio, led by the acclaimed jazz 
pianist, tragically lose their bass player in a car accident. 
Struggling with addiction, relationship problems & grief, Evans 
reconnects with his family as he battles personal demons.

Fresh off a sell-out 2025 tour, Seán returns with a new talk – 
delving into never-before-told-stories of Irish wildlife sound, as 
experienced by Seán on his never-ending ear-driven journeys 
through the wildest corners of our lands, and beyond. 

Soap Sisters is one family’s story of adoption and the secrets 
they keep. Sometimes family life is more complicated than 
soap operas. A rehearsed reading of a new play by Siân 
Quill. Director & Dramaturg: Sarah Baxter.

This exhibition unites drawings made by Festina Lente service 
users with new site-specific work by Ní Fhlaibhín. Supported by 
Wicklow County Council Arts Office & the Arts Council through 
the Artist & Community Collaboration Award Scheme.

Festina Lente with Laura Ní Fhlaibhín
Opening Friday 11 December  |  12 – 1pm
Running until Sat 30 Jan ‘27  |  11am – 4pm Mon – Sat
Free admission, all welcome
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Christmas with Dublin Gospel Choir
Thursday 17 December  |  8pm
€30/27
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Against a backdrop of ancient feuds, two souls dare to love. Set 
to Prokofiev’s score, this stunning production blends exquisite 
choreography with raw emotion, creating a story where every 
movement plunges our two lovers into desire & heartbreak. 

A Christmas concert filled with powerful harmonies, uplifting 
gospel and festive favourites. From carols to soulful melodies, 
experience the magic of the season in an unforgettable evening 
of music, celebration & Christmas spirit with family & friends.

The directors of ‘The Intouchables’ return with this 
charming 1980s-set coming-of-age film. 13-year-old Vincent 
lives in a suburban apartment block with his family, 
grappling with family life, crushes and early adolescence.

Just an Illusion
Monday 14 December  |  8pm 
€12/10
119mins  |  French with English subtitles
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Ballet Ireland: Romeo & Juliet
Tue 15 | 7.30pm & Wed 16 Dec | 3pm & 7.30pm 
€36/30  |  €124 (2 Adults, 2 Children)
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A tale of rivalry and despair at thirty, the story finds George 
Bailey (James Stuart) in turmoil, having been framed by his 
arch rival, torn between his own desires and aspirations, 
but struggling to always do the right thing.

It’s A Wonderful Life
Monday 21 December  |  8pm 
€12/10
130mins  |  English with Open Captions
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A new Christmas family show, featuring exciting music from
 The Nightmare Before Christmas, Vivaldi’s Winter & The 
Snowman. Join an engaging Christmas tale on a sparkling, snowy 
adventure around the world, with singing & percussion for all!

Whistleblast’s Night Before Christmas
Saturday 19 December  |  2pm & 4pm
€18  |  €66 (2 Adults, 2 Children)  |  Age Suitability: 6 – 12 yrs
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Queens of Irish comedy, Deirdre O’Kane and Emma Doran, 
are bringing their hit podcast Keep It Tight on the road. 
Expect quick wit with no topic off limits - from the highest 
brow to the lowest pelvic floor!

Keep it Tight Podcast Live
Friday 18 December  |  8pm 
€31
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Christmas with Dublin Gospel Choir
Thursday 17 December  |  8pm
€30/27

Against a backdrop of ancient feuds, two souls dare to love. Set 
to Prokofiev’s score, this stunning production blends exquisite 
choreography with raw emotion, creating a story where every 
movement plunges our two lovers into desire & heartbreak. 

Ballet Ireland: Romeo & Juliet
Tue 15 | 7.30pm & Wed 16 Dec | 3pm & 7.30pm 
€36/30  |  €124 (2 Adults, 2 Children)
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Michael Caine plays the old miser Scrooge, who is visited 
by three ghosts on Christmas Eve. Kermit and Miss Piggy 
play the Cratchits alongside all-Muppet cast, in this
bright, playful adaptation of the classic tale.

The Muppet Christmas Carol
Wednesday 23 December  |  7pm 
€12/10  |  €7 (Under 12s)
86mins
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How CAN Santa deliver billions of presents to the whole world 
in just one night? With an army of one million combat-style 
Field Elves and a state-of-the-art workshop! So how could 
this incredible operation have MISSED one child?!

Arthur Christmas
Wednesday 23 December  |  2.30pm 
€7
97mins
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The McAllister family go on a holiday to Florida. Kevin 
McAllister gets separated from his family, and manages 
to get himself onto a plane to New York instead, where he 
experiences the holiday of a lifetime.

Home Alone 2: Lost in New York
Tuesday 22 December  |  7pm 
€12/10  |  €7 (Under 12s)
120mins
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Sharon Shannon
Sat 16 Jan  |  8pm
€31

Jason Byrne: 
30 Years Byrning
Sun 31 Jan  |  8pm
€29

Philo
Sat 27 March  |  8pm
€22/20

Mary Coughlan
Fri 23 April  |  8pm
€32.50

The Luke Kelly Story: 
Dubliner
Sat 23 Jan  |  8pm
€31
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Joe The Magician –
Live
Sat 2 Jan | 1pm & 4pm
€17FA
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Michael Caine plays the old miser Scrooge, who is visited 
by three ghosts on Christmas Eve. Kermit and Miss Piggy 
play the Cratchits alongside all-Muppet cast, in this
bright, playful adaptation of the classic tale.

How CAN Santa deliver billions of presents to the whole world 
in just one night? With an army of one million combat-style 
Field Elves and a state-of-the-art workshop! So how could 
this incredible operation have MISSED one child?!

The McAllister family go on a holiday to Florida. Kevin 
McAllister gets separated from his family, and manages 
to get himself onto a plane to New York instead, where he 
experiences the holiday of a lifetime.
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Box Office & Gallery Opening Hours
• Monday – Saturday: 11am – 4pm, & then from 6pm on  	   	
  performance evenings. The building is closed between 4 - 6pm.
• Sunday & Bank Holidays: Open 1 hour before the event.
Please note, phone lines close 30mins before events.

Críoch Café Opening Hours
• Monday to Friday: 8am – 4pm & Saturday: 10am – 4pm.
With a theatre bar service on performance evenings.

Booking Tickets
• Phone Box Office: 01 272 4030
• Online: mermaidartscentre.ie
• In Person: Visit Box Office during opening hours.
Please note, tickets cannot be exchanged or refunded. 

Accessible Seating 
Wheelchair and accessible seating is located in the front 
row on the ground floor. Please contact the Box Office 
team to book, as these seats cannot be booked online. 

E-tickets
Show your e-ticket QR code on your phone at the auditorium 
door – no printing needed. If you have any issues, talk to 
our Box Office team. Doors open 30 minutes before the start 
time, please arrive early as latecomers will not be admitted 
until there’s a suitable break.

Parking
FREE underground parking for all evening & weekend eventsFREE underground parking for all evening & weekend events 
(entrance straight ahead and on the left after turning in off 
Main St.). The overground car park in front of Mermaid is 
pay-and-display with 24/7 clamping & is not affiliated with us.

Gift Vouchers
Give the gift of a great night out! Buy vouchers online to print 
at home, or visit/call the Box Office. Available in any amount 
with no expiry date, and valid for all Mermaid events!

Keep in Touch 
To stay updated on all our events, news, and opportunities, 
follow us on social media or join our email list, sign up at 
mermaidartscentre.ie or contact the Box Office. 
       @MermaidCountyWicklowArtsCentre
       @mermaidartscentre
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Front Cover Image: Ballet Ireland: Romeo & Juliet (pg 30)
This brochure has been printed on FSC–certified paper from 
sustainable managed forests. Please recycle it after use.
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Mermaid’s Friends & Seat Sponsors
Mermaid Arts Centre is a registered charity dedicated to 
bringing high-quality artistic experiences to the people of 
Co. Wicklow & supporting artists to create new work. Currently, 
only 40% of our costs are covered by public funding. With 
rising core costs & static funding levels, the pressure on arts 
organisations like ours has never been greater. We are extremely 
grateful to all our supporters. See our website, or pages 2 & 3 
for further details on becoming a friend or sponsoring a seat.

Our Funders/Partners
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•  Peggy Masterson
•  Helen McAllister
•  Ross McDermott
•  Jacinta McNeilly
•  Maeve & Michael Miller
•  Finola Murphy
•  Marie & Martin O’Brien
•  Kate O’Carroll
•  Nanette O’Connell
•  Philip & Noella O’Reilly
•  Michelle Rogers
•  Marie Ryan
•  Ian & Christine Scott
•  Annick Smith
•  Nathan Somers
•  Martin Sorohan
SEAT SPONSORS:
•  Bray & District Chamber
   of Commerce  
•  Bray Jazz Festival
•  Bray Lions Club
•  Bray Municipal District
•  Bray One Act Drama Festival
•  Casey Hallahan 
•  Druid Software x 2 
•  Finnegan Bray
•  Frank Duff’s Bar & Lounge x 2
•  In memory of Fred Lee
•  In memory of Gladys Sheehan
•  In memory of Marie Humphries
•  In memory of Pat Dunleavy
•  In memory of Seán Leahy
•  Junior Musicals x 2
•  Key Plastics Ltd.
•  McDermott Family
•  Prendergast Maguire
    Financial Services Ltd. 
•  Rory Sheehan & Jon Marco
•  Stephen Costello

SIRIUS:
•  Denis Kidney
BEACON:
•  Eileen Maguire –
    Stoney Road Press
•  Roisin McArdle
LANTERN:
•  Sheila Benney
•  Briege Byrne
•  Catherine Byrne
•  Siobhan Byrne Gallagher
•  Bernie Chambers
•  Stephen Costello
•  Tom Cremins
•  Martin & Patricia Davidson
•  Joan Davis
•  Lee Donnelly
•  Alan & Marie Downes
•  Mary Downey
•  Mary Doyle
•  Anne Ferris
•  Madison Freidank
•  Jean Gibson
•  Paul J Halferty
•  Marie Hegarty
•  Patrick Hussey
•  Gabrielle Igoe
•  Teresa Kehoe
•  Julie Kelleher
•  John Kelly
•  Yvonne & Jim Kidd
•  Joanna Kidney   
•  Jane Kierans
•  Ellen Leahy
•  Harriett Ledwidge
•  Olive Lindsay
•  Gillian Ludlow
•  Carolyn MacDonnell
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mermaidartscentre.ie
Box Office: 01 272 4030 

Mermaid Arts Centre, Main St., 
Bray, Co. Wicklow, A98 N5P1

CRO: 359874  |  RCN: 20051761


