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Gerry O Connor, Gilles le Bigot and Pat O' Connor are Irish Traditional Musicians from across the East Coast 
of Ireland and further afield bringing a blend of ancient traditions. All accomplished teachers, producers and 
stage performers in their own right with bands such as Planxty, Dedannan, La Lugh, Paddy Keenan and 
Fintan McManus to name but a few. Bringing Music to new and old generations across Ireland and Europe. 
Each drawing from a rich fountain of Music to bring a tuneful evening of melodies.   
 
Gerry O’Connor comes from Dundalk, and is the product of four generations of fiddle players. His past 
recordings have focused strongly on local music and his work as a soloist and as a band member of Lá Lugh 
(Sony Music)and Skylark (Claddagh Records) is well known across the world. Over the past two decades he 
has recorded and performed with all the leading performers of the Irish music world including members of 
the Chieftains, Boys of the Lough, Planxty, De Dannan and Bothy Band. He has also recorded and toured 
with the Irish Baroque Orchestra and currently tours with the Irish Rovers. His solo album Journeyman has 
been hailed as one of the significant albums of Irish fiddle music. Gerry is also a violin-maker, music teacher 
and music producer. His recent projects include Jig Away the Donkey, Oirialla ,and compiling a song 
collection of Cathal McConnell (Boys of the Lough).    
 
Guitarist Gilles Le Bigot, is best known in Brittany as the co-founder of the groups Skolvan and Barzaz. Since 
the early 1980's his work as guitar-player and composer is characterized by the” open-tuning” style. Gilles 
recorded and performed with Lá Lugh throughout the 1990s and has continued to work with Gerry 
O’Connor since that time recording a live duo album “In Concert” with him in 2006. He has  also 
collaborated on several major recordings such as ” l’Héritage des Celtes” by Dan Ar Braz and “Azéliziza ” by 
Le Bagad Kemper. Over the years Gilles has performed and recorded with Kornog, Slovan, Barzaz, Fiddle 
Rendezvous and his own trio line-up, Empreintes with Jean Michel Veillon and Marthe Vassalo. 
 
Pat O' Connor is a musician with many feats under her belt. Being a 5th generation musician it is clear that 
Irish music is a big part of her heritage. She is constantly bringing the joy of music into the lives of not only a 
6th generation of musicians but also new ones. This isn’t only localised to Ireland. When time permits (in 
between Fleadhanna Cheoil, Irish music festivals, and her classes) you will find her teaching and performing 
old traditional pieces and also works from her books and CDs across Europe. 

 
Masterclasses (7 – 10 participants)    
 

GUITAR WORKSHOP with GILLES LE BIGOT 

Duration:  11am to 1pm, resume 2pm to 4pm 

This workshop is above all an occasion for pleasure and relaxation– pleasure to come together to learn new 
songs and techniques, each at one’s own pace and level. My role is to best meet your expectations as you 
enter into my musical world, and to ensure that you leave with lots of new ideas to explore. 

Level required: At least 2-3 years of experience in standard tuning.  In this workshop different levels are 
made possible by alternating group with individual work. 

TOPICS: Study of open tuning: The guitar being tuned DADGAD, we will work on different chording 
positions, accompaniment approaches and appropriate guitar works. 



Repertoire: Celtic music Techniques discussed: Working with both pick and fingers through a variety of 
songs and accompaniments. Appropriate exercises are offered in both techniques. 

Rhythm: A look at different right hand rhythms in the accompaniment of dance music, along with relevant 
exercises in these rhythms. 

Harmony: The goal is to provide some approaches to the harmonizing of melodies, and will be illustrated 
with specific examples of accompaniments in Breton and Irish music. 

Material: Something to record portions of the workshop. Scoring will be in tablature. Bring a Pick and a Capo 

 

FIDDLE WORKSHOP with GERRY O’CONNOR   

Duration:  11am to 1pm, resume 2pm to 4pm 

I try to teach so that the fiddle player learns how to approach the learning of the instrument with a focus on 
making the bowing enhance the melodies learned. I will teach a small number of tunes, both popular and 
unusual, focusing on the bowing patterns inherent to, and specific to each tune learned. I will highlight and 
explain what I describe as “Typical Bowing Patterns in Irish Music specific to the playing of Dance music”. 

Level. This class is offered to students of an intermediate level of fiddle playing. Some experience in learning 
by ear would be an advantage. More importantly what is required is a positive approach to attempting to 
learn by watching and listening. In this way the tune and the bowing will come together naturally. 

The bowing and articulation of bow patterns in the playing of jigs and other familiar dance rhythms 
introduced in the early part of the class will provide the basis for a systematic approach to a generic playing 
of Irish fiddle music suitable for this level of experience.This will enable the student to identify some repetitive 
patterns of bowing which, although non specific, will aid the student in understanding the non- random 
activity of fiddle bow activity in Irish fiddle playing. 

Tunes Types will include Jigs,Reels, Highlands, Single Jigs, Hornpipes, Slip Jigs  and a slow air other 
melody types will be taught should time allow.   

Audio and selective video recording is encouraged. The notation of the workshop tunes with some 
typical bowing motifs indicated will be forwarded by email after the class 

The focus in this class will be not just to learn more tunes but to improve the ability to play and enjoy the 
experience of playing the fiddle.   

 

WHISTLE WORKSHOP with PAT O’CONNOR 

Duration:  11am to 1pm, resume 2pm to 4pm 

Pat is a musician with many feats under her belt. Being a 5th generation musician it is clear that Irish music 
is a big part of her heritage. She is constantly bringing the joy of music into the lives of not only a 6th 
generation of musicians but also new ones. This isn’t only localized to Ireland. When time permits (in 
between Fleadhanna Cheoil, Irish music festivals, and her classes) you will find her teaching and performing 
old traditional pieces and also works from her books and CDs across Europe. 
 
Pat's teaching experience is more than 25 years, and groups of 30 or more attending her lessons in Dublin 
are a regular occurrence. This class will be fun, relaxed and educational. 
 
Level: This workshop is aimed at Intermediate students, learning by ear is encouraged, however notes can 
be provided at the end of the workshop. 
 
Topics: We will cover a variety of rhythms, with phrasing and ornamentation built into the structured 
teachingAudio and selective video recording is encouraged 
 

Tunes: will include Jigs, Reels, Single Jigs, Hornpipes, Slip Jigs and a slow air other melody types will be 
taught should time allow. 

The focus of this class is to perfect the fluidity of Whistle playing, through Breath control, rhythm and improve 
technique. 

 


